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I’M BOTH HONORED AND HUMBLED TO BE WITH YOU TODAY.    I HAVE HAD A LOT OF EXPERIENCE GIVING ORAL REPORTS - AT FAWCO CONFERENCES, AND OTHER OCCASIONS - BUT THE SUBJECT HAS ALWAYS BEEN SOMETHING I WAS PASSIONATE ABOUT – NOT MYSELF!  I FIND TODAY’S JOB VERY DAUNTING!  AND I‘M GLAD THIS IS AN INFORMAL SETTING.  I PLAN TO BRIEFLY GIVE YOU THE BARE BONES OF MY LIFE AND WORK ABROAD, AND HOPE THAT IT MAY INSPIRE QUESTIONS FROM YOU – EITHER GENERAL QUESTIONS, OR ABOUT FAWCO.    I UNDERSTAND THAT QUITE A FEW OF YOU WERE NEVER ACTIVE IN FAWCO, OR EVEN BELONGED TO ONE OF OUR CLUBS.  SO PLEASE FEEL FREE TO ASK QUESTIONS, AT ANY TIME.       I WORKED FOR FAWCO FOR 27 YEARS, AND HELD A LONG LIST OF JOBS WITHIN THE ORGANIZATION – WHICH I HAVE DECIDED IS WHAT INSPIRED CHARLOTTE TO LABEL ME A “LEGEND”  -  I WAS VISIBLE SUCH A LONG TIME!   
THERE IS ANOTHER LEGEND HERE TODAY, AND BEFORE I CONTINUE ABOUT ME, I WANT TO CONGRATULATE NANCY THORNLEY ON HER FABULOUS HISTORY OF FAWCO  -  WE CALL IT  “THE RED BOOK”.    NANCY, I MUST CONFESS THAT I DIDN’T READ IT UNTIL AFTER BEING ASKED TO TALK TODAY.  IT WAS DISTRUBUTED AT THE LAST CONFERENCE I ATTENDED, IN LYON IN 2007, THE YEAR MY DEAR HUSBAND BEGAN HIS LONG BATTLE WITH ALZHEIMER’S - WHICH TOTALLY ABSORBED MY TIME AND ENERGY UNTIL HE SADLY DIED TWO YEARS AGO.    NOW - AT LAST - I HAVE BEEN ABLE TO ENJOY AND LEARN – OR RE-LEARN! – MUCH ABOUT FAWCO FROM STUDYING YOUR WONDERFULLY ORGANIZED AND BEAUTIFULLY PRESENTED HISTORY.   I AM SO GRATEFUL TO YOU AND GEORGIA REGNAULT FOR CREATING THIS VALUABLE RECORD.   IT COVERS THE PERIODS OF FAWCO I KNOW SOMETHING ABOUT, EITHER FROM PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, OR BY STUDY.
I HAVE LIVED 55 OF MY 87 PLUS YEARS IN EUROPE:  IN OR NEAR PARIS FOR TWO STAYS OF 4 YEARS -  IN  BRUSSELS FOR AROUND 30 YEARS -  AND IN THE ENGLISH SUSSEX COUNTRYSIDE FOR OVER 18 YEARS.  IN PARIS, IN THE MID-50’s,   I WAS YOUNG, AND MOSTLY EAGER TO IMPROVE MY FRENCH, LEARN ABOUT FRANCE AND VISIT AS MUCH OF EUROPE AS POSSIBLE.
I GENERALLY AVOIDED CONTACT WITH THE AMERICAN COMMUNITY UNTIL MY HUSBAND’S AMERICAN LAW FIRM NEEDED A “TRAILING SPOUSE” TO JOIN THE AMERICAN WOMEN’S GROUP SO THAT CLIENTS’ WIVES COULD BE ADMITTED.  YES, IN THOSE DAYS YOU HAD TO BE SPONSORED BY TWO MEMBERS!!    ONCE A MONTH THE CLUB HELD A LUNCHEON IN THE BOIS DE BOULOGNE.     I REMEMBER THAT THE HEAD TABLE WAS POPULATED BY WIVES OF THE MILITARY OFFICERS STATIONED IN OR NEAR PARIS - (BOTH SHAPE AND NATO WERE STILL BASED IN FRANCE).  THESE LADIES FREQUENTLY ASKED SUCH IDIOTIC QUESTIONS THAT A LOT OF US WANTED TO HIDE!!
BY THE TIME WE MOVED TO BRUSSELS, IN 1964, WE HAD FOUR DAUGHTERS, AND I BEGAN TO HAVE TIME FOR VOLUNTEER WORK.   I STARTED AN ALUMNAE GROUP FOR WELLESLEY, WHICH I RAN FOR OVER TWENTY YEARS – AND IT STILL THRIVES TODAY! - AND I ALSO SERVED ON THE INTERESTING AND EXPERIMENTAL “FOREIGNERS COUNCIL” OF MY TOWNSHIP FOR 8 YEARS.    WHEN MY FIRST GRANDCHILD WAS BORN, IN 1977,   I LEARNED THAT MY DAUGHTER - MARRIED TO A FRENCHMAN - COULD NOT TRANSMIT HER AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP TO HER DAUGHTER BECAUSE SHE HAD NOT LIVED LONG ENOUGH IN THE UNITED STATES.   I QUICKLY DECIDED TO ACTIVELY WORK TO REMEDY THIS SITUATION – WHICH IS WHAT LEAD ME TO WHAT BECAME A TRULY SUSTAINING PART OF MY LIFE:      FAWCO!
I ATTENDED MY FIRST CONFERENCE IN 1981 (IN PARIS) AS A MEMBER OF THE AWC OF BRUSSELS, WHERE I GAVE THE REPORT ON CITIZENSHIP TRANSMISSION.   AS A RESULT, I WAS ASKED TO CHAIR THE CITIZENSHIP COMMITTEE, AND DID THIS FOR SOME TEN YEARS.  MY NEXT JOB WAS A ONE-TERM STINT AS BY-LAWS CHAIR,  AFTER WHICH  I ACCEPTED THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THE VOTING FROM OVERSEAS COMMITTEE.   THIS TOTALLY ENGROSSED ME FROM 1993 UNTIL I RESIGNED IN 2005 – THE YEAR I BECAME AWARE THAT MY HUSBAND WAS BEGINNING TO REQUIRE MUCH MORE OF MY TIME.   OUR OWN LOUISE GREELEY-COPLEY REPLACED ME!
IN ADDITION TO WORKING IN THESE SPECIAL AREAS – WHICH REFLECTED MY MAIN INTERESTS –   I WAS ALSO FOR MANY YEARS CONCURRENTLY THE FAWCO REP FOR MY CLUB;  I SERVED ON THE FAWCO BOARD FOR 8 YEARS (4 2-YEAR TERMS) -  TWICE AS VP,  SECRETARY ONCE, AND PARLIAMENTARIAN ONCE.  THEN, AFTER MOVING FROM BRUSSELS TO ENGLAND I ADDED THE JOB OF “REGIONAL REP” FOR THE UK AND IRELAND.   THIS ALL KEPT ME HAPPILY BUSY.
ALTHOUGH MOST OF MY WORK IN FAWCO REFLECTED MY BASIC INTEREST IN POLITICS AND ADMINISTRATION,  I WAS ALSO INTERESTED, ESPECIALLY AS A MEMBER OF THE BOARD,  IN IMPROVING THE ORGANIZATIONAL ASPECTS.  I KNOW THAT CONTINUES TODAY, BUT I CONFESS I HAVEN’T KEPT UP VERY WELL, SO I AM NOT QUALIFIED TO ANSWER QUESTIONS ON THE CURRENT FAWCO.  IN FACT, MY COMPETENCE STOPS WITH NANCY’S “RED BOOK”!
THE NEXT PART OF MY TALK WILL - BRIEFLY! - BE ABOUT THE TWO IMPORTANT AREAS THAT I CONCENTRATED ON, i.e. CITIZENSHIP AND VOTING.    BUT BEFORE THAT, I HAVE A FEW THOUGHTS ON THE JOYS AND PLEASURES OF FAWCO.   ---    OF COURSE, THE WOMEN YOU MEET AND WORK WITH ARE ALWAYS STIMULATING, CHALLENGING, AND FRIENDLY.   I HAVE MADE SO MANY FRIENDS THAT I ADMIRE AND ALWAYS ENJOY KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH.

WHEN I WAS A FAWCO REP FOR MY CLUB, I ALWAYS PROMOTED ATTENDING FAWCO’S ANNUAL MEETINGS BY INSISTING THEY WERE THE VERY BEST TRIPS AVAILABLE. . THEY ARE GENERALLY HELD SOME PLACE IN EUROPE, BUT HAVE SOMETIMES VENTURED TO OTHER CONTINENTS.    WE ARE INVARIABLY OFFERED ENTRANCE INTO PLACES THAT THE GENERAL PUBLIC CANNOT GO,   AND OFTEN MEET HIGHLY PLACED, IMPORTANT PEOPLE.  I REMEMBER BEING RECEIVED, IN HER RESIDENCE, BY QUEEN SOPHIA, OF SPAIN!   I ALSO MET QUEEN FABIOLA, IN BRUSSELS.  I WAS AMAZED THAT THEY HAD BOTH DONE THEIR HOMEWORK, AND COULD TALK ABOUT OUR ACTIVITIES WITH UNDERSTANDING AND INTEREST – IN ENGLISH!   
VERY SADLY I HAD TO MISS CHARLOTTE’S WONDERFUL CONFERENCE IN STOCKHOLM IN 2003, WHERE I WOULD HAVE MET QUEEN SILVIA.  I WAS IN HOSPITAL, WITH A BROKEN HIP – CAUSED BY A DECAYING BRITISH RAIL SYSTEM.
AT OUR ANNUAL MEETINGS SIDE TRIPS ARE USUALLY ON OFFER.  AT THE 1995 CONFERENCE IN  NAIROBI WE HAD THE OPTION OF A SAFARI IN THE MASAI MARA.  I HAVE SOME AMUSING AND VIVID MEMORIES FROM THAT!     TO PREPARE FOR TODAY I DUG OUT MY REMAINING ARCHIVES – THOSE THAT I HADN’T GIVEN TO FAWCO WHEN I MOVED BACK TO THE STATES SIX YEARS AGO.   I FOUND AN ABONDANCE OF PHOTOS, AND THEY REMINDED ME HOW MUCH FUN WE ALWAYS HAD AT CONFERENCES.  I CONSIDERED THESE ANNUAL MEETINGS AS MY PERSONAL “BUSINESS TRIPS” – WONDERFUL EXCUSES TO EXPERIENCE A DIFFERENT LIFE FOR A FEW DAYS!

NOW, ON TO THE SPECIFICS OF GETTING U.S. LAWS CHANGED IN THE AREAS OF TRANSMISSION OF CITIZENSHIP AND VOTING FROM OVERSEAS.   I KNOW THAT WE ARE GENERALLY NEGATIVE ABOUT LOBBYING THE U.S. CONGRESS – ESPECIALLY IF IT CONCERNS THE NRA, BIG-PHARMA, ETC.   BUT THERE ARE TIMES AND ISSUES WHEN LOBBYING IS BOTH GOOD AND NECESSARY.  AND THAT IS WHAT WE BASICALLY DID IN FAWCO.   WE DID NOT WORK ALONE, BUT ALWAYS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS OF AMERICANS OVERSEAS.   IN PARIS THERE WAS AARO – THE ASSOCIATION OF AMERICANS RESIDENT OVERSEAS, WHICH WAS STARTED IN 1973 BY WOMEN FROM THE FAWCO CLUB AAWE.  THE TWO ORGANIZATIONS WORK CLOSELY TOGETHER AND HAVE SEVERAL “LEGENDS” OF THEIR OWN TO BE PROUD OF:  (PHYLLIS MICHAUX, KATHLEEN DE CARBUCCIA, MICHAEL ADLER, AND MY DEAR FRIEND LUCY LAEDERICH).   A SECOND VITAL GROUP WAS ACA – AMERICAN CITIZENS ABROAD – BASED IN SWITZERLAND, WITH THE LATE AND INSPIRING ANDY SUNDBERG AS ITS LEADER.   
IN ADDITION THERE WERE LESS DYNAMIC GROUPS, SUCH AS FIAC, US CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE, EVEN GEOGRAPHICALLY LOCAL GROUPS, AS WELL AS DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS.   WE ALSO HAD SPECIAL REPS OR LIAISONS IN WASHINGTON, TO KEEP US INFORMED, AND TO TRANSMIT OUR PLEAS.  ONE OF MY HUSBAND’S LAW PARTNERS WAS A PRO BONO COUNSEL FOR US IN D.C.     I WAS ONLY ONE SMALL WHEEL, SPECIFICALLY IN CHARGE OF INFORMING FAWCO CLUB MEMBERS AND OBTAINING THEIR HELP IN THE CAMPAIGNS WE ORGANIZED.  IT WAS PERIODICALLY DEMANDING WORK, WHICH FOR ME CONSISTED OF DRAFTING POSITION PAPERS, LETTERS TO CONGRESS, DEVELOPING FACT SHEETS, AND REPORTING ALL OF THIS TO THE FAWCO CLUBS.  IT WAS ALSO VERY SATISFYING, ESPECIALLY WHEN WE MADE POSITIVE PROGRESS.   I REMEMBER ONE WOMAN IN BRUSSELS WHO SAT ON THE FLOOR OF MY OFFICE (OUR CLUB HAD A NICE CLUB HOUSE THEN!) AND CRIED FROM JOY WHEN SHE LEARNED, FROM ME, THAT HER BABY SON, WITH AN AUSTRIAN FATHER, COULD OBTAIN U.S. CITIZENSHIP.   SPREADING THIS KIND OF INFORMATION WAS A VERY JOYFUL ROLE FOR ME.
COLLECTING REAL STORIES FROM PEOPLE AFFECTED WAS PART OF OUR REMIT.   I FOUND TWO CASES OF STATELESS CHILDREN IN BELGIUM, BECAUSE NEITHER OF THEIR PARENTS WAS PERMITTED - BY LAW - TO TRANSMIT THEIR NATIONALITIES!   BOTH MOTHERS WERE BELGIAN – AND BELGIAN WOMEN DID NOT GET THE RIGHT TO TRANSMIT UNTIL 1985, AND THEN ONLY IF THEY MARRIED AN ALIEN!   AND THE FATHERS IN THE CASE WERE BOTH US CITIZENS WHO DID NOT FULFILL THE RESIDENCE REQUIREMENT.  THE RESULT:   A STATELESS CHILD - IN DIRECT CONFLICT WITH AN ARTICLE IN THE INTERNATIONAL BILL OF HUMAN RIGHTS THAT READS :    “EVERYONE HAS THE RIGHT TO A NATIONALITY”.
THE BASIC PROBLEM WAS THAT FOR YEARS – SINCE THE McCARTHY ERA - U.S. LAW STATED THAT TO TRANSMIT U.S. NATIONALITY TO A CHILD BORN OVERSEAS TO ONE U.S. PARENT AND 0NE ALIEN PARENT, THE U.S. PARENT HAD TO HAVE ALREADY LIVED IN THE U.S. A TOTAL OF 14 YEARS,  4 OF WHICH AFTER THE AGE OF FOURTEEN.    THIS PROVED IMPOSSIBLE FOR SO MANY – INCLUDING MY FOUR DAUGHTERS, DESPITE THE FACT THAT THEY HAD PRE-REVOLUTIONARY BLOOD IN THEIR VEINS!!
OUR COMBINED LOBBYING EFFORTS INVOLVED INNUMERABLE MEETINGS ALL OVER EUROPE, PLUS CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS IN WASHINTGON.  I WAS NOT ABLE TO ATTEND MOST OF THESE, BUT MY YOUNGEST DAUGHTER TESTIFIED BEFORE A SUB-COMMITTEE OF THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS IN NOVEMBER 1989 -  WHICH WAS AFTER WE HAD HAD OUR FIRST MAJOR SUCCESS, BUT WERE STILL SEEKING IMPROVED LEGISLATION.

.
WE AT LAST ACHIEVED, IF FAR FROM OUR IDEAL GOAL, AT LEAST AN IMPROVEMENT.   I BELIEVE THE CAMPAIGN THAT FINALLY SHIFTED THE VOTES WAS ONE I WORKED ON WITH A COLLEAGUE FROM THE HAGUE, ROBERTA ENSCHEDE.  WE MADE A PLAN TO CONTACT ALL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS BY DIVIDING THE CLUBS UP SO THAT EACH INDIVIDUAL MEMBER OF CONGRESS RECEIVED A PERSONAL APPEAL – A SEASONALLY INSPIRED POSTCARD WITH A PHOTO OF SANTA GIVING A U.S. PASSPORT TO A YOUNG CHILD, PLUS APPROPRIATE WORDING.  THE RESULT:   ON NOVEMBER 14, 1986 PRESIDENT REAGAN SIGNED INTO LAW THE CITIZENSHIP REFORM ACT.     IT WAS FAR FROM PERFECT, BUT IT DID REDUCE THE REQUIRED RESIDENCE IN THE U.S. BY HALF :  TO A TOTAL OF FIVE YEARS, WITH ONLY TWO REQUIRED AFTER THE AGE OF 14.  ALTHOUGH MORE ACHIEVABLE, IT STILL LEFT OUT MANY, INCLUDING MY DAUGHTERS.   SO WE CONTINUED OUR CAMPAIGN.   THE FAMOUS “GRANDPARENTS” LAW WAS PASSED IN 1995 – NINE YEARS LATER!  IT ALLOWED CITIZENSHIP TO BE TRANSFERRED BY A GRANDPARENT.    SEVERAL OF MY TEN GRANDCHILDREN HAVE BENEFITTED FROM IT!   UNFORTUNATELY, NEITHER LEGISLATION WAS RETROACTIVE, SO THE TWO ELDEST WERE NOT COVERED AS THEY WERE ALREADY OVER 18.  TODAY, SINCE 2001 ANY CHILD BORN OVERSEAS OF ONE AMERICAN PARENT WHO RETURNS TO THE STATES TO TAKE UP PERMANENT RESIDENCE OBTAINS CITIZENSHIP AUTOMATICALLY UPON ENTERING THE COUNTRY.  (TWO OF MY TEN GREAT-GRANDCHILDREN HAVE BENEFITTED FROM THIS!) 
I HAVE ONLY SPOKEN HERE ABOUT THE ISSUE OF TRANSMISSION OF CITIZENSHIP.  THERE ARE MANY OTHER SO-CALLED “CITIZENSHIP ISSUES” THAT WE WORKED ON AND I FOUND HIGHLY QUALIFIED WOMEN TO WORK ON ALL OF THEM  :  DUAL NATIONALS – LOSS OF NATIONALITY – LOCALS GETTING JOBS AT U.S. EMBASSIES – MILITARY SERVICE - INCLUSON IN THE CENSUS, AND, OF COURSE, VOTING. 
WELL BEFORE MY TIME FAWCO WORKED ON HELPING THOSE WHO HAD AUTOMATICALLY LOST THEIR CITIZENSHIP, EITHER BECAUSE THEY HAD MARRIED AN ALIEN, OR WERE THE CHILD OF AN AMERICAN OVERSEAS WHO HAD NOT TAKEN UP RESIDENCE IN THE U.S. WITHIN FIVE YEARS OF OBTAINING CITIZENSHIP.  THESE ARE DIFFERENT STORIES, AND PRESSURE FROM FAWCO AND OTHERS MANAGED TO RESOLVE THEM ALL!   WE WERE THE GOOD LOBBYISTS!
ON TO VOTING FROM OVERSEAS.

THE MAJOR WORK ON OBTAINING THE RIGHT TO VOTE FROM OVERSEAS IN U.S. NATIONAL ELECTIONS TOOK PLACE BEFORE I STARTED TO WORK FOR FAWCO - A LONG TIME BEFORE!   IN 1953, FAWCO AGREED, AT ITS CONFRENCE IN BRUSSELS, TO ASSIST MEMBERS IN THEIR ATTEMPTS TO VOTE IN U.S. ELECTIONS.   TWENTY TWO YEARS OF TRYING TO ACHIEVE THE NECESSARY FEDERAL LEGISLATION FOLLOWED  -- MUCH LIKE WHAT WAS LATER DONE FOR CITIZENSHIP – INCLUDING WORKING WITH OTHER GROUPS,  PRINCIPALLY THE “BIPARTISAN COMMITTEE” AND AARO.   THE CAMPAIGN WAS DEFINITELY CLINCHED IN 1975 BY THE IMAGINATIVE “TEA BAG CAMPAIGN” THAT ORIGINATED WITH PHYLLIS MICHAUX AND AARO.   EVERYONE WAS URGED TO SEND A TEA BAG - WITH A PERTINENT MESSAGE - TO THEIR CONGRESSIONAL REPS.   IT WAS REPORTED THAT CONGRESS WAS INUNDATED WITH TEA BAGS, AND IT WORKED.   THE “OVERSEAS VOTING RIGHTS ACT OF 1975” PASSED CONGRESS AT THE END OF THE YEAR AND WAS SIGNED INTO LAW BY PRESIDENT FORD JANUARY 2, 1976!    
THIS WAS NOT THE END OF OUR EFFORTS, HOWEVER, AS THERE WERE STILL PROBLEMS. ONE MAJOR ONE WAS THE OMISSION OF LANGUAGE THAT WOULD ENSURE THAT VOTING FROM OVERSEAS WOULD NOT INCUR ANY TAX OBLIGATIONS IN STATE AND LOCAL DISTRICTS.  THE BRILLIANT DRAFTERS OF THE BILL HAD COVERED NATIONAL TAXATION, BUT FORGOT THIS!  
IT WAS RECTIFIED BY CONTINUED CAMPAIGNING, RESULTING IN CORRECTIVE LEGISLATION IN 1978 – AND WE WERE THEN FREE TO RUN CAMPAIGNS AIMED ALSO AT.OVERSEAS U.S. CITIZENS - TO GET OUT THEIR VOTE!    
THE 1980 U.S. ELECTIONS WERE THE FIRST WE FELT WE COULD COMFORTABLY URGE AMERICANS TO VOTE IN WITHOUT INCURRING ANY PERSONAL PROBLEMS.
AS U.S.CITIZENS CONCERNS CHAIR I ASKED DEAN FERRIER (AAWE PARIS) TO LEAD A NEW VOTING-FROM-OVERSEAS COMMITTEE, WHICH SHE CARRIED OUT BRILLIANTLY FOR TEN YEARS.  SHE WORKED ON WASHINGTON TO IMPROVE THE SYSTEM, AND HELD SESSIONS TO TEACH CLUB MEMBERS HOW TO GO ABOUT IT.   SOON WE HAD THE COOPERATION OF THE FVAP – THE FEDERAL VOTING ASSISTANCE PROGRAM, RUN BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.  THEY CAME OVER EVERY TWO YEARS - ALMOST – TO RUN TRAINING SESSIONS AT OUR CONFERENCES.  
 I TOOK OVER THE CHAIRMANSHIP OF THIS COMMITTEE IN 1993.   I HAD BEEN WORKING ON VOTING MOST OF MY LIFE, STARTING WHEN I LIVED IN BROOKLYN IN THE LATE FIFTIES FOR OVER THREE YEARS – (INCIDENTALLY MY ONLY ACTIVE ADULT TIME IN THE STATES!)    I WORKED THEN FOR THE LEAGUE OF WOMEN VOTERS, AND LATER - IN MY BRUSSELS CLUB -  I STARTED A “VOTERS LEAGUE” BASED ON MY WORK IN NY.
IN FAWCO WE CONTINUED – AND CONTINUE – TO WORK DILIGENTLY TO GET OVERSEAS AMERICANS TO VOTE.

MORE DETAILED ARTICLES ON THE CITIZENSHIP AND VOTING CAMPAIGNS CAN BE FOUND IN THE FAMOUS “RED BOOK”, WHICH CHARLOTTE NOTED IN HER INVITATION TO TODAY’S LUNCHEON.
IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS NOW, ON ANYTHING, I WILL BE DELIGHTED TO TRY TO ANSWER THEM. I REALIZE THAT THIS HAS ONLY BEEN A RATHER CHOPPY “TASTE” OF WHAT MY LIFE WAS LIKE, AND THE ISSUES THAT CAPTURED MY ENERGIES.

THANK YOU!

KATHY WEBSTER

PRESENTED TO THE FAUSA GROUP IN BOSTON 

AT THE ALGONQUIN CLUB

17 NOVEMBER 2017 

